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1880. forty years of age, was a strong, resolute, able
man, who had inherited from his grandfather the
gift of statesmanship. Although he made no
secret of the facts that he had been a pensioner
of Russia for the last ten years, and would not
now have returned to his native country without
Genera] Kaufmann's leave, he was by no means
unfriendly to England. The Russians, he said,
had prevented him from interfering in Afghanistan,
first because of their agreement with the British
Government, and later on account of their under-
standing with Shere AIL Now they had released
him from restraint, and even provided him with
arms. Although a Russian pensioner was not quite
the sort of chief contemplated for Afghanistan by
the authors of the forward policy, the Indian
Government and the India Office both decided
that in the circumstances to acknowledge Abdur
Rahman was the best course before them. The
Viceroy thought that this new Amir would agree
to Ms terms, and would gratefully accept Kabul from
us, leaving Kandahar in British hands. But Lord
Lytton had mistaken his man. Abdur Rahman
had no intention of acquiescing in a divided
Afghanistan. He claimed the entire heritage of
Dost Mohammed, and, with or without assistance,
he was prepared to fight for it. Lord Lytton
might proclaim Shere AM Khan through Colonel
St. John as Sirdar of Kandahar, and disclaim the
need of a treaty with Abdur Rahman. Abdur
Rahman wanted no treaty. What he wanted
was Afghanistan. A "strong and friendly Afghan
power/' such as Lord Lytton still professed to
desire, was quite incompatible with Ms further
object, "the severance of Kandahar from the
Kabul power." Such, however, was the decision
of Lord Lytton and Lord Cranbrook, as com-
municated to the new " Amir of Kabul" Mean-